
Back to the Roots

SAXOPHONE QUARTET



Back to the Roots is a program where the main topic is folk 

music from different countries. 

Folk music often relates to national culture, they 

commemorate historical and personal events, and the songs 

were performed, by custom, over a long period of time, 

usually several generations. 

This program includes music from three different continents: 

Europe, North America and South America. Each piece is 

unique, completely different from the others and rich in terms 

of heritage.



PROGRAM

DAVID
SALLERAS

Quartet per a saxos -volum II-

Tango pour une princesse désésperée
Il momento perduto 

GEORGE
GERSHWIN

Porgy and Bess

I. Jasbo Brown
II. Summertime
III. There’s a boat leavin’ soon
IV. It ain’t necessarily so
V. Final 

ÁSTOR
PIAZZOLLA

Adiós Nonino 

GYÖRGY
LIGETI

Six bagatelles for Wind Quintet

I.  Allegro con spirito
II. Rubato. Lamentoso
III. Allegro grazioso
IV. Presto ruvido
V. Adagio. Mesto
VI. Molto vivace. Capriccioso

FERENC
FARKAS

Old Hungarian Dances from the 17th 
Century

I. Intrada 
II. Lassú 
III. Lapocka’s ta’nc 

P A U S E 



George Gershwin (1898-1937) - ‘Porgy and Bess’

George Jacob Gershwin was an American composer and pianist. Gershwin's compositions spanned both popular and classical 
genres, and his most popular melodies are widely known.
He began his career as a song plugger, but soon started composing Broadway theatre works with his brother Ira Gershwin and 
Buddy DeSylva.
Porgy and Bess is his most ambitious composition. First performed in 1935, it is based on the novel Porgy by DuBose Heyward, 
which he called a "folk opera", and it is now widely regarded as one of the most important American operas of the twentieth 
century.
The action takes place in the fictional African-American neighborhood of Catfish Row, Charleston, South Carolina. The music 
combines elements of popular music of the day, with a strong influence of African-American music of the period. It uses typical 
techniques of opera, such as recitative, through-composition and an extensive system of leitmotifs. Porgy and Bess contains 
some of Gershwin's most sophisticated music, including a fugue, a passacaglia, the use of atonality, polytonality and polyrhythm, 
and a tone row.

Ástor Piazzolla (1921-1992) - ‘Adiós Nonino’

Ástor Pantaleón Piazzolla was an Argentine tango composer, bandoneon player and arranger. His oeuvre revolutionized the 
traditional tango into a new style termed nuevo tango.
Piazzolla's nuevo tango was distinct from the traditional tango in its incorporation of elements of jazz, its use of extended 
harmonies and dissonance, its use of counterpoint, and its ventures into extended compositional forms.

In 1959, Piazzolla was on a tour in Central America together with Juan Carlos Copes and María Nieves Rego. During a 
presentation in Puerto Rico he received the news of his father's death, Vicente Piazzolla, known as Nonino, due to a cycle 
accident in his hometown Mar del Plata. This news, added to the failure of the tour, the economic problems and the nostalgia 
that caused him to be far from his country, led Piazzolla to depression.
The same year in October, when he returned to New York (were he was living temporarily with his family), Piazzolla composed 
this piece as a tribute to his father.

David Salleras (1980) - ‘Tango pour une princesse désésperée’ and ‘Il 
momento perduto’

Saxophonist and composer David Salleras (Figueres, Spain) has become one of the most outstanding classical saxophonists on 
the national and international scene. After finishing his studies at the Liceu Conservatory (Barcelona) he studied in Paris with 
Nicolas Prost. In Paris, he began his role as a composer, focusing on music for saxophone. 
Tango pour une princesse désésperée (Tango for a desperate princess) And Il momento perduto are a great example of his 
music. As well as the majority of his works, these tangos use several Spanish musical elements, such as the texture of 
melodies, the harmony and the contrast of rhythm.
The first work describes a story of a princess who falls into madness. The contrast between each part of the piece gives us a 
feeling of instability and chaos. The second one is a romantic tango, which Salleras composed to his wife.
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Ferenc Farkas (1905-2000) - ‘Old Hungarian dances from the 17th Century’

Ferenc Farkas was an Hungarian composer. After his graduation in 1927 in the Music Academy of Budapest, were he studied 
composition, he worked as a repetiteur and conductor at the Municipal Theatre of the same city.
In 1929, he moved to Italy to attend Ottorino Respighi's masterclass at the Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia in Rome. He 
spent three years there which had a decisive influence on him. He became acquainted with Italian and Mediterranean culture to 
which he felt a deep attraction. About this he said: "My principal aim has always been to attain for myself a Latin clarity and 
proportion."
After returning to Budapest, he met the director Paul Fejos, for whom he composed several film scores, first in Hungary, then in 
Vienna and Copenhagen.
Farkas composed in all music genres: "From the beginning, I have been involved in all areas of music; I have not wanted to 
create only a small corner of a room, full of atmosphere, with a personal and sophisticated taste, but spaces, large and small, 
arranged differently, pleasant to live in, with open windows".
Farkas wrote Old Hungarian Dances from the 17th Century in their late ages. They have a folkloric and simple style. Divided in 
four movements, they show four different kinds of dances, which respect the original form of the dances in the 17th Century.

György Ligeti (1923-2006) -‘Six Bagatelles for Wind Quintet’

György Sándor Ligeti was a Hungarian-Austrian composer of contemporary classical music. He has been described as "one of 
the most important avant-garde composers in the latter half of the twentieth century" and "one of the most innovative and 
influential among progressive figures of his time".
Following World War II, he went on to do ethnomusicological research into the Hungarian folk music of Transylvania. However, 
communications between Hungary and the West by then had become difficult due to the restrictions of the communist 
government, and Ligeti and other artists were effectively cut off from recent developments outside the Eastern Bloc. In 
December 1956, two months after the Hungarian revolution was violently suppressed by the Soviet Army, Ligeti fled to the West 
of Europe.

Ligeti arranged six of the movements of Musica Ricercata for wind quintet under the title Six Bagatelles for Wind Quintet. The 
Bagatelles were performed first in 1956, but not in their entirety: the last movement was censored by the Soviets for being too 
'dangerous'. This piece shows avant-garde as well as folkloric techniques.
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YOU CAN FIND US ON

www.quartetvela.com
quartetvela@gmail.com

tel. +45 50224443 / +34 676289171

Carla Obach Esteban - Soprano saxophone

Débora Ñancupil Troncoso - Alto saxophone

Marina Rosés Gibert - Tenor saxophone

Laura Allès Pascual - Baritone saxophone
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