
The concert - It consists of five musical works written during the 
period of “La Belle Époque”. This period, conventionally dated from 
the end of the Franco-Prussian War in 1871 to the outbreak of 
World War I in 1914, was exuberant of art and great musicians. The 
works chosen for the concert show the versatility of the music 
written during this time around Europe (Czech Republic, Finland, 
France, Denmark and Spain). The five pieces together exhibit the 
specific techniques and tones of the instrument and approaches the 
audience to the saxophone quartet, a chamber formation often 
unexplored. 

Duration – 60 minutes. 

The program - The program starts with an arrangement of the 
well-known String Quartet op. 96 from the Bohemian composer A. 
Dvořák, written in 1893 during his period in the United States. The 
second piece, Voces Intimae by Jean Sibelius, is also written for 
string quartet and marks a conversational quality and inwardness of 
the music. The French composer Claude Debussy wrote the third 
piece of our program, String Quartet in G minor. This work is 
delicate and at the same time strong, and fully expresses the spirit of 
Impressionism. After this piece comes the Fem klaverstykker from 
Carl Nielsen, which was one of his first compositions. That is why we 
can hear the simplicity and the beauty of those five little songs. 
The last piece of the concert is Sevilla, composed by Isaac Albéniz. 
This work has the name of the Spanish city in Andalucía, and it uses 
folkloric Spanish elements as well as very classical techniques.

La Belle Époque



ANTONÍN DVOŘÁK 
String quartet op. 96 (American quartet) 

I. Allegro ma non troppo 
II. Lento 

III. Molto vivace 
IV. Vivace ma non troppo 

JEAN SIBELIUS 
Voces Intimae 

I. Andante - Allegro molto moderato 

CLAUDE DEBUSSY 
String quartet in G minor 

I. Animé et très décidé 

CARL NIELSEN 
Fem Klaverstykker 

I. Folketone 
II. Humoreske 
III. Arabeske 
IV. Mignon 
V. Alfedans 

ISAAC ALBÉNIZ 
Sevilla


